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Dear Sir, ! r

I am proud to be an Australian and teach my children that Australia is the best country in

the world to live in, for a multitude of reasons.

However, there is one aspect of our country that I am not proud of, hence this letter. The

matter which I am concerned about is the treatment of asylum seekers seeking a part of

the better way of life we have here in Australia. I am seeking to be brief for your benefit.

I believe the way we treat refugees who enter our shores is un-Australian as it does not

reflect the spirit of welcome and generosity that normally characterises us. Whilst t am

not familiar first-hand with our immigration detention centres, I believe t have seen and

heard enough from friends close to the situation, and the mainstream media, to have a

fairly realistic picture painted in my mind of the hardships in Australian detention that

asylum seekers face.

I believe that we are casting an unfair burden on these men, women and children. Whilst

some may not be considered legitimate refugees, many, probably most, are certainly

escaping persecution and are risking their family connections and even lives to get here.

Regardless of their motives for arriving on our shores, all (if my understanding is correct)

are sent to an immigration detention centre where conditions are reported to be very

harsh. ln addition to this, it takes many years for their claims for refugee status to be

processed, and whilst in detention they have little or no knowledge of the progress of

their claims.

I understand that this strategy is designed as a deterrent from seeking entry into

Australia by "jumping the queue," however, the combination of harsh conditions with

uncertainty of status seems to create an environment conducive to depression, suicidal

behaviour and anger. Some seek to peacefully plea their case by hunger-striking.

Rioting has been a problem reported for a long time in the media and a reason to see

these people ejected, however, I believe we would not see people risk their refugee

status unless the consequences of rioting were better than the status quo.

Only a couple of nights ago was the story given on the ABC by a nurse who had resigned

from her position in the Nauru facility, and broken her confidentiality agreement, so she


